
February 2018 
 
Principal’s Message  
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We are at the halfway point in the school year already…amazing how quickly things go in our 
vibrant school community!  February signifies the end of the first semester, and the start of a 
new term for our High School students.  For our Junior High students, new options are begin-
ning for many students.  In all cases, this represents an excellent opportunity to refocus and 
zero in on our primary goal of academic success.  We are acutely aware of the need for a dy-
namic partnership between the home and school in fostering student success, and we are 
committed to ongoing communication with you to help realize that goal.  I remind all parents 
to make frequent and regular use of the PowerSchool parent portal, as well as ongoing dia-
logue with your children about their achievement and work habits. 
 

Many exciting things are happening at Louis.  School teams are enjoying wonderful athletic 
experiences thanks to our dedicated coaches.  Our fine arts students are working diligently to 
prepare for their upcoming performances in drama and dance with the guidance of their tal-
ented teachers.  Our Junior High French students are off on a wonderful experience, travelling 
to Carnaval in Quebec.   
 

I wish to recognize a very special person in the LSL community, who officially retired on Janu-
ary 31.  Mrs. Theresa Bishop, our Head Administrative Assistant, has blessed our school com-
munity with many years of service to our students and staff.  Moreover, she greets everyone 
with a warm and welcoming smile, with courteous response to inquiries, with undivided atten-
tion, dignity and respect.  She has truly been a blessing to our school as well as to Edmonton 
Catholic Schools, and I want to thank Mrs. Bishop for all she has contributed over her illustri-
ous career.  Congratulations on your retirement, Theresa, and on behalf of the entire school, I 
wish you the very best of health, happiness and fulfillment in this next chapter of your life! 
 

We welcome Ms. Amanda Ruptash in the office, who has joined us throughout January, and 
will take over duties moving forward.  Ms. Ruptash brings a wonderful smile and enthusiasm 
to this role, and we look forward to her contributions to our school as well! 
 

At this time of year we begin planning for the 2018-19 school year in earnest, with student 
information sessions, Open House on February 22nd, registration sessions for students in both 
divisions, and option selections for junior high.  It is critical that registration forms, course se-
lection sheets and commitment documents are completed and returned in a timely fashion 
for our best planning information.  
 

Finally, we continue to celebrate our faith in many ways.  Our grade 8 students will be joining 
with other grade 8 students from across our District on February 5th for the annual Fr. Mike 
Mireau Faith Day, in honor of our former District Chaplain.  Staff of the District gather the fol-
lowing day for our annual Faith Development Day, in prayer and community with our col-
leagues from around the District.  February also marks the beginning of the solemn season of 
Lent.  During this time we prepare for the celebration of Easter, which for our Catholic faith, is 
the ultimate gift given to us by God in the form of his son’s death for our salvation.  The 
month concludes with Teacher’s Convention, a two-day professional development opportuni-
ty for our teachers. 
 

Please read the rest of the newsletter for other important information about what’s happen-
ing at Louis St. Laurent! 
 

Welcome to the new semester! 
 

Mr. T. Wasylenko 
Principal 
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Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love… (Joel 2:13) 
This passage from the book of Joel is part of the first reading for Ash Wednesday, and is a good reminder for us as we begin our Len-
ten journey.  It assures us that even though we wander away from God as part of our human frailty, He never abandons us. As we 
begin the solemn 40-day period leading up to Easter, we can direct our reflection upon God’s enduring gift of mercy and love in the 

form of His Son, Jesus. 

 

February brings two exceptional faith formation opportunities to Edmonton Catholic Schools.  On February 5, our grade 8 students will 
gather together for an opportunity to explore our faith more deeply through witness and through celebrating the Eucharist.  The day 
begins with presenter Steve Angrisano, who will help to unfold the theme Serve Like a Superhero, and will culminate in a Mass.  It is 
always an energizing, inspiring day for all!  On February 6, our schools will be closed for our annual Staff Faith Development Day.  
This day provides us, as faith-filled people, with the opportunity to become more deeply aware of the faith foundation of our lives and 
to enter into our life’s work with renewed conviction. We are pleased to welcome Fr. Richard Leonard as our keynote speaker. We 
also welcome Bishop Gregory Bittman, Bishop David Motiuk, and the priests of the Archdiocese and Eparchy who will celebrate the 

Eucharistic Liturgy with us. 

 

The Alberta Education Accountability Pillar Survey is an extremely important measurement and stakeholder feedback tool for all 
school districts.  Responses from parents, students, and staff help each school to evaluate their strengths and areas for growth.  All 
our students from grades 4-12 will complete their surveys at school. You should have received your parent survey in the mail from 
Alberta Education in mid to late January.  If you need more information about your school to complete the survey, or if you do not re-
ceive a survey, please call your school principal.  They will be happy to assist you.  Parental voice is so important, and every re-

sponse counts! 

 

I am pleased to share with you that I will continue to serve as Superintendent of Edmonton Catholic Schools until the end of August, 
2020.  Guided by the words of Micah (6:8) in my leadership role - to act justly, to love faithfully and to walk humbly with our God, I am 
honored to continue to live out my mission as Superintendent of Edmonton Catholic Schools to empower students, staff and parents 
to experience the joy and fulfillment of a truly Catholic education, striving for excellence in all areas while sharing in the vision of our 

risen Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

I would like to leave you with a few words from our Holy Father, Pope Francis: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death… Christians are asked to return to 
God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful 
friend who never abandons us.  (Message of His Holiness Pope Francis For Lent 2017) 

 

Sincerely, 
Joan Carr 
Superintendent  



In Archbishop Richard Smith’s Pastoral Letter: Living in the Word of God: A Call to the Clergy and the Lay Faithful of the Archdio-
cese of Edmonton, His Grace asks us to consider what it means to follow Jesus. Here, the question can be answered rather simply. 
It is a matter of listening and doing; an authentic disciple of Jesus Christ is one who first listens to his Word and then puts it into 
practice. Throughout the history of the Church, the Christian response to God’s love revealed in Christ has been threefold: worship, 
witness and service.  
 

Worship 
“In all of Scripture, the words of Jesus likely most familiar to Catholics ears are these: “Do this in memory of me.” Spoken by the 
Lord at the Last Supper, these words have always been understood by the Church as his command to repeat in his memory what 
he did with his disciples the night prior to his crucifixion. This is why we gather for Sunday mass, the sacrament of the Eucharist, 
and why the Church insists that doing so is a sacred obligation. At mass, enabled by the Holy Spirit we offer our lives to God the 
Father, through Jesus his Son, as an act of joyful praise and heartfelt thanksgiving for God’s saving love” (Archbishop Richard 
Smith).  
 

From our awareness of this wondrous gift that is the Eucharist, and of the Lord’s command that is celebrated in his memory:         
Do we consciously make the Eucharist the heart of our lives? 
 

Witness 
“Saint John writes these beautiful words at the beginning of his first letter: ‘We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 
this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was re-
vealed to us — we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete’ (1 John 1:1-4). 
Here St. John is expressing what we know from experience to be true. When we have encountered Jesus Christ and been trans-
formed by his mercy and love, we naturally want to tell others about it and invite them to be one with us in a community of 
joy” (Archbishop Richard Smith).  
 

We give witness by making known to others what God has done for the world in Jesus Christ, and for each of us in our own individ-
ual lives. The most effective way we can put the Word of God into practice is by the way we live our lives: What message do we 
communicate to others by our way of living, patterns of thought and speech, and modes of behavior?  
 

Service 
“On the night of the Last Supper, after Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, he taught that by this action he was giving us an ex-
ample to follow, and then spoke this command: ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another’ (John 
13:34-35). Putting the Word of God into practice means serving our brothers and sisters in love. To love as Jesus loved means that 
we make sacrifices daily for the good of the other” (Archbishop Richard Smith). 
 

We serve others by using God’s gifts according to his purpose and in keeping with our identity as disciples of Jesus Christ. We con-
sider: What use do I make of time? Do I set aside time for prayer, for Sunday mass, for the enjoyment of family? Am I able 
to dedicate some time to volunteer in the parish, our schools, hospitals or charitable organizations? The call to give of our-
selves relates not just to the direct support of our parishes and Catholic organizations, it pertains also to the embrace of our baptis-
mal call to be missionary disciples. Each of us is sent into the world in service so that it be transformed with the power of the Gospel 
of our Lord.  
 
Sandra Talarico, Religious Education Consultant 

Putting the Word of God into Practice – A Reflection 



 
Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar. It is the day many Christians mark as 
the first day of Lent; the 40-day period of reflection, fasting, abstinence, and penitence leading up to Easter Sunday, reminding us that 
God is gracious and merciful. This year we mark Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February the 14th.  
 
Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting which includes the wearing of ashes on the fore-
head; ashes made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year – they are burned, christened 
with Holy Water, and scented by exposure to incense.   
 
Historically, the distribution of ashes comes from a ceremony of ages past. Christians who had committed grave faults performed pub-
lic penance, and on Ash Wednesday, the Bishop blessed the hair shirts which they were to wear during the forty days of penance, 
and sprinkled over them ashes made from the palms of the previous year. Then, while the faithful recited the Seven Penitential 
Psalms, the penitents were turned out of the church because of their sins and they did not enter the church again until Holy Thursday 
after having won reconciliation by their forty days of penance. In time, all Christians came to receive ashes out of devotion.  
 
In his Lenten message from last year, the Pope wrote that  Lent is the favorable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, 
living in his word, in the sacraments, and in our neighbor. “A right relationship with people consists in gratefully recogniz ing their val-
ue. Even the poor person at the door is not a nuisance, but a summons to conversion and to change. In this way, Lent is a particularly 
fitting time to open our door to all those in need. Each life that we encounter is a gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. Indiffer-
ence to our neighbor and to God also represents a real temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent we need to hear 
once more the voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our conscience.” Describing this phenomenon he called 
the globalization of indifference, Francis continued: “whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and 
concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his lov e is 
no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades. We end up being incapable of feeling compassion at the outcry of the poor, 
weeping for other people’s pain, and feeling a need to help them, as though all this were someone else’s responsibility and 
not our own. But when we fast from this indifference, we can begin to feast on love. In fact, Lent is the perfect time to lea rn 
how to love again. Jesus—the great protagonist of this holy season—certainly showed us the way. In him, God descends all 
the way down to bring everyone up. In his life and his ministry, no one is excluded.”  
 
As we start the journey of Lent, with its emphasis on fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, we have an opportunity at a new beginning in 
our own lives. As the Pope affirmed, this season urgently calls us to conversion. We are asked to return to God with all our hearts, to 
refuse to settle for mediocrity, and to grow in friendship with the Lord. During this Lenten Season, let us pray for one another so that, 
by sharing in the victory of Christ, we too may open our doors to the weak and to the poor. 

 

Sandra Talarico, Religious Education Consultant 

Ash Wednesday – The Journey to Lent 
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Reverend Fathers; Parish, School and Camp Colleagues; Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
I write today to advise you of some developments regarding the two youth camps currently operated by the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton.  
 
Over the years, Our Lady of Victory Camp and Camp Encounter have offered young people in the Archdio-
cese unique Catholic experiences in beautiful natural settings. Both have played important roles in the 
Church’s ministry to our precious young people.  
 
A recent assessment has revealed that facilities at the camps have so deteriorated over the years that the 
need for upgrades has become urgent. It is incumbent upon us to ensure that any investment of resources by 
the Archdiocese in response to this need be done carefully, deliberately, and responsibly.  
Therefore, we are beginning an extensive consultation of stakeholders associated with our 
camps ministry. The summer camping season for 2018 will continue as usual. However, we 
shall not operate the camps after 5 October 2018, or in 2019 while the consultations take place. 
I will provide more details on these consultations later this year.  
 
I am grateful to all who support the ministry of our camps in any way. Let us pray together for 
the light of the Holy Spirit to guide our discernment.  
 
P.S. We are beginning our consultation with an online survey, which you can find at https://caedm.ca/
CampsSurvey. I encourage you to respond and look forward to your input.  

A Message from Archbishop Richard 
Smith 
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A Message from Trustee Lisa Turchansky 

Ward 76 
January 2018 

 
Happy New Year everyone!  May God bless you and your family in 2018. 
 
It is exciting to start the New Year with the newly elected Board of Trustees.  We are committed to serving you and 
your family through the provision of excellent Christ-centred education and have been working hard as a new Board to 
prepare ourselves for the important work that you have entrusted us with. 
 
Many initiatives are in progress.  The Board is currently developing strategies to advocate for educational and trans-
portation needs as well as the continuation of publicly funded Catholic education.  Our budget process for 2018-2019 
is well under way.  To set the stage for 2018, the Board has begun the New Year with Strategic Planning Sessions 
with our Senior Administration.   Another initiative is the Student Senate comprised of students from each of our high 
schools who were selected by their schools to serve the Board in an advisory capacity.  I am pleased to advise that I 
am one of two trustees who serve as a liaison between the Senate and the Board! 
 
Parent engagement is important to this Board and we are planning a District-Wide School Council Meeting in April of 
2018.  More information will follow in the next few weeks.   
 
Two other parent engagement opportunities scheduled for the New Year that may be of interest to you are: 
February 21, 2018:   Parent Evening Series – Mental Health ‘Breaking the Cycle of Anxiety’ a Step by Step Ap-

proach (K-12), and 
April 18, 2018:   Parent Evening Series – Mental Health, Supporting Your Child’s Mental Health   
       Go to Educator/Program Transition. 
 
For further information on the time and location, please go to our website:  www.ecsd.net. 
 
As I enter my first term as an Edmonton Catholic School Trustee representing Ward 76, I want to thank you for your 
support.  It is my hope to meet with every one of the 13 School Councils in Ward 76 so that we can get to know each 
other.  I would be happy to attend one of your school council meetings to update you on Board initiatives and to an-
swer any questions or concerns you may have.  I encourage open communication and welcome your input on educa-
tional matters and can be reached by e-mail at lisa.turchansky@ecsd.net or by phone 780 903 2033. You can also 
connect with me on Facebook and Twitter @Lisa_Turchansky. 
 

http://www.ecsd.net
mailto:lisa.turchansky@ecsd.net
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ON BEHALF OF THE 

LOUIS ST. LAURENT 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY WE INVITE YOU TO 

ATTEND OUR OPEN HOUSE AND  

IB/MYP INFORMATION EVENINGS 

 

LSL is proud to showcase the many programs our school 

has to offer  at our annual Open House,  

which will take place on 

 

Thursday, February 22nd at 7:00 PM.   

 

The evening will provide us with the opportunity to share  

general school information about Louis St. Laurent as well 

as information about our International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years and Diploma Programs, Fine Arts Intensive 

Programs, and Hockey Academy Focus Program.   

 

We will also hold an IB/MYP information evening on  

Wednesday, March 14th @ 7:00 PM  

to give a more detailed description of this program. 

 

Both evenings will take place in the school’s Main gym. 

 

We hope you will join us. 

Come One, Come ALL!! 

February Newsletter 



Shrove Tuesday  
Breakfast 
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This year Shrove Tuesday is on February 13th, 2018 and there will be a 
pancake breakfast available for all students in the morning before classes 
start.  Pancakes, sausage, and juice will be served in the cafeteria at a 
cost of $3.00.  All monies raised will go to charity. 

Ash Wednesday  
Celebration 

Ash Wednesday falls on the seventh Wednesday before Easter and is the 
beginning of the Lenten Season.  At Louis St. Laurent we will begin our ob-
servance of Lent with our in-class Ash Wednesday celebration on Wednes-
day, February 14, 2018 in Block 1 for both JH and SH. 

Faith Development 
Day 

On Tuesday, February 6th, 2018 all staff members will be 
involved in a district-wide Faith Development Day at the Shaw 
Conference Centre.  There will be no instruction of students 
at school on that day.  
 
This annual event is an wonderful opportunity for the staff of 
Edmonton Catholic Schools to come together to celebrate the 
gift of faith and the freedom of its expression.  
 
Our theme this year is: Rooted in Jesus . . 
. Hearts to Love, Hands to Serve. We are 
pleased to welcome Fr. Richard Leonard 
as our keynote speaker. We also welcome 
Bishop Gregory Bittman who will celebrate 
the Eucharistic Liturgy with us.  
 
Catholic education is an awesome vocation and responsibility. 
By being involved in the education mission of the church, 
Catholic schools provide a hopeful response to the great mys-
teries of life in an increasingly complex world. Faith Develop-
ment Day provides us, as a community of faith, with the oppor-
tunity to become more deeply aware of the faith foundation of 
our lives and to find  inspiration to enter into our life’s work with 
deeper    conviction. 
 
I am confident you will agree that such a day is so important to 
realizing our mission: “to provide a Catholic education that 
inspires students to learn and that prepares them to live fully to 
serve God in one another.” (ECS Mission Statement).  For 
more information, please feel free to call our 
school office at 780-435-3964. 

Please join us for our February School Council 
meeting on Monday, February 5, 2018.  The 
meeting will start at 7:00 PM and will be held in the 
school staffroom.  We know you have great ideas.  
Why not share them with school administration 
and other LSL parents.  We’d love to hear from 
you! 

School Council Meeting 

Business Office Info 

Please make note of the following information from our Busi-
ness Office: 
Income tax receipts:  Receipts for income tax purposes for 
bus passes purchased in 2017 will be available at the school 
Business Office commencing Monday, February 12. 2018.   
Email Mrs. Gerritsen @ sherri.gerritsen-chretien@ecsd.net to 
request a copy of your bus pass tax receipt. 
February Bus Passes:  February bus passes will be on sale in 
the Business Office from Monday, January 22, 2018 until 
Thursday, February 8, 2018.    
Mandatory Student ID:  Student ID is mandatory for any ser-
vice provided by the Business Office. 
Semester One Textbooks:  all HS semester one textbooks 
must be returned to the Business Office before students pick 
up their semester two books.   
School Fees:  If you have not already done so, please make 
sure to pay your school fees.  You can talk to our Business 
Manager, Ms. Fox, if you need to make payment arrange-
ments.  We accept Visa, MasterCard, Debit, and cash or 
Online via PowerSchool. We no longer ac-
cept cheques.  If you need to pay for a field 
trip and the fee is not on your child’s account, 
please email Ms. Gerritsen to set it up for 
you. 

mailto:sherri.gerritsen@ecsd.net
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Semester one courses for high school students 
were completed on Jan. 19th, 2018, with exams 
being written from Jan. 23rd - 30th.  Final semes-
ter one marks, that will be submitted to Alberta 
Learning, and comments for semester one will 
be available on Powerschool on Friday, February 2nd. 
Hard copies of report cards  will not be distributed, howev-
er, they can be printed upon request at the school office. 
 
High school students must remember that February 16th is 
the last day to make any course changes for semester 2.  
In order to make course changes, students MUST come 
into the office and fill out the Request for Course and/or 
Schedule Change form.  Appointments will be made with 
administration on a first come, first served basis. 

Junior High Semester One Marks  

Junior High report cards are available through Powerschool 
after 3:00 PM on Friday, Feb. 2nd, 2018.  Parents can view 
their child’s report card in Powerschool using the icon as shown 
below.  Hard copies of report cards will only be printed upon 
request at the school office.   
 
There are no Parent/Student/Teacher conferences scheduled 

for this reporting period, however, if you have any concerns with your 
child’s academic progress, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s teachers.   
 
Second semester options begin on February 1st. We ask parents and 
students to respect the decisions made by administration regarding 
scheduled option classes and NOT make requests for changes. 

 Upcoming Schedule 
Changes 

Please mark the following changes to our regular schedule 
on your  calendars: 
 Tuesday, February 6th - Staff Faith Development 

Day.  No school for students. 
 Monday, February 19th - Family Day.  No school for 

staff or students. 
 March 1st & 2nd - Teachers Convention.  No school 

for students. 

Gr. 9 Math Competition 

Grade 9 students will be given the opportunity to 
participate in the Pascal Math Contest on Tuesday, 
February 27th, 2018.  Our students will be compet-
ing with other students from all across Canada.  This 
competition is designed to give students the oppor-
tunity to have fun and develop their mathematical 
problem solving ability.  It will be written during their 

block 6 class, with the format of 
the test being 25 multiple choice 
questions to be completed within 
60 minutes.  Every student that 
scores in the top 25% of all com-
petitors will receive a Certificate 
of Distinction.  Best of luck to all 

LSL participants! 

Career & Post-Secondary Fair 

On February 8, 2018,  LSL is holding a Career and Post-
Secondary Fair for our high school students in the cafeteria. Each 
grade will have some time during the morning to walk through the 
fair and talk to different post-secondary institutions, training com-
panies and businesses. A few places that will be here that morn-
ing are: NAIT, Grant MacEwan University, Concordia University, 
Pixel Blue College, MaKami College, Cardinal Collins, Edmonton 
Police Service, Marvel and European Institute. 
 
During Baron Blocks, some post-secondary schools and compa-
nies will be putting on information sessions for students to learn 
more about their programs.  
 
We look forward to having our students learn more about post-
secondary and career options for after high school! 

Senior High Semester 
One Marks 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=math+competition&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=math+competition&sc=8-16&sp=-1&sk=&adlt=strict
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High School Model 
United Nations 

High School Model United Nations (HSMUN), 
which is put on annually by the University of 
Alberta, will take place from February 22nd - 
24th. HSMUN offers an opportunity for students 
from many different schools and backgrounds to 
work together to tackle complicated issues of an 
international scope. Included in their activities are researching the for-
eign policies of a specific country and applying those policies to various 
critical issues ranging from human rights, terrorism in our world, and 
economic relationships between countries. This program allows stu-
dents to understand how complicated it can be to find a balance in such 
an unbalanced arena that is our world when many different groups 
come together.  Other skills used include collaboration, critical thinking 
and resolution building. Students also have the opportunity to socialize 
at the annual banquet with various keynote speakers.  Louis St. Lau-
rent has 16 High School students attending the conference this year. 
Their committees will include ECOFIN, DISEC, WHO, and the Security 
Council. 
 

Model United Nations proceedings are a tremendous way of exposing 

students to the fundamentals of international relations and global gov-

ernance. More than 90% of delegates that attend HSMUN agreed or 

strongly agreed that their “understanding of the United Nations and 

international affairs was improved by the conference.” Many thanks to 

Mr. Salik, Mr. Moss and Ms. Sadler for organizing this field trip experi-

ence for our students.  

LSL Italian Highlights Tour  

April 15, 2018 - April 24, 2018 
 

This Spring, Louis St. Laurent High School students have the oppor-
tunity to travel Italy. Students will spend 10 days, expanding their 
world view by understanding and appreciating a different culture, 
through first-hand experiences. LSL students will visit some of Italy's 
most beautiful regions, cities and towns.  
 

The tour will start in Venice, where students will visit St. Mark’s 
Square, St. Mark's Basilica, Doge's Palace, a glass-blowing demon-
stration and a classic Venetian Opera.  This experience incorporates 
a Fine Arts and CTS flare into our trip.  
 

Next they will visit an authentic Tuscan country-side cooking class, 
followed by a tour of the amazing city of Florence.  
 

A trip to Italy would not be complete without visiting Ancient Rome, 
where students will have a guided walking sightseeing tour to visit the 
Colosseum, Vatican City, Vatican Museums & Sistine Chapel, St. 
Peter’s Basilica and more!  
 

The trip will end in two of the most beautiful cities in South of Italy; 
Sorrento and Positano.  
 

 

The Grade 7 Band Concert is coming up!  Here is the infor-
mation you need to know: 
 

On Wednesday, February 28th, we will have the first Grade 
7 Band Concert!  This concert is for all Grade seven stu-
dents.  It will take place in the Louis St. Laurent Theatre from 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM.  Students are asked to be at the school 
by 6:15 PM to prepare for the concert.  Admission will be by 
monetary donation at the doors.  Mrs. Ball will be sending a 
more detailed letter home about the Grade 7 Concert at the 
beginning of February.   

On January 24th and 25th sixty Grade 8 Band students attend-
ed Camp Nakamun, where they had tons of fun developing their 
skills on their instruments, participating in fun activities, and 
bonding as a band!  Thank you to all of the Grade 8 Band stu-
dents who represented Louis St. Laurent positively at Camp 
Nakamun.   

 

Gr. 7 Band Concert 

Gr. 8 Band Students  
Camp Nakamun 

Louis St. Laurent Catholic School 

SRO Corner 

Time is flying by as we are about to start the second semes-
ter.  Louis St. Laurent is a fantastic school, with many extracur-
ricular activities for the students to become involved in.  I have 
observed the many talents of the students involved in art clas-
ses, the school drama production, the dance showcase, and of 
course the many athletic  teams.   
 
While the first semester went very well, I’d like to address two 
reoccurring issues and ask all parents/guardians to reinforce a 
couple of simple messages.   
1. A reminder to all students to lock up their valuables while they 
are at school.  Petty theft has become a problem, and electronics 
are generally the most targeted items. All students are provided 
with locks on their main lockers and gym lockers. Locks should 
be used at all time.   
2. The use of vapes, e-cigarettes, and cigarettes 
are not allowed inside the school building or on 
school grounds.  Whether or not the student is 18 
and older, this rule and law is still in effect.    
My door is always open if anyone has a concern or if you have 
anything you would like to bring to my attention.   
 

Thank you,  
 

Cst. MICIAK  



News From the Dance Studio 
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Portraits of Dance 
Congratulations to all dancers, tech students and staff members involved with Portraits of Dance, our 1st semester dance showcase. We 
were excited to present the show at the brand new MacEwan University Theatre!  Dancers performed beautifully and our tech students 
did a wonderful job running lightning and sound.  Thank you to all staff members, friends and families that support our program and came 
out to watch the showcase!   If dancers still have their costumes, please return them to the studio as soon as you can. DVDs are still 
available for purchase; place your order at the Business Office. 
 
**Save The Date** Our 2nd Semester Dance Showcase, Gala of Dance, will be at the same theatre on Friday, June 1, 2018!  
 
Guest Instructors 
LSL Alumni, Edrick Ochoco, came in and taught hip hop workshops to many of our dance classes. Students learned a lot from Edrick who 
is finding a lot of success in the hip hop community.  
 
Father Mike Mireau Youth Day 
Dance 8 Major is honoured to be performing in the opening ceremonies of Father Mike Youth Day on February 5. This is an exciting day 
for all the grade 8 students within the Edmonton Catholic School District and surrounding boards, who come together in honour of the late 
Father Mike “Catfish” Mireau.  There will be approximately 5000 students coming together to pray, laugh and be inspired.  We wish Dance 
8 Major luck and know that their performance will make LSL proud. 
 
First Semester Dance Classes 
We say thank you to our 1st semester Dance 7 and Dance 15/25/35 students for a great term!  Good luck on your courses for the rest of 
the year. 
 
Second Semester Dance Classes 
Students are required to wear the LSL Dance t-shirt and proper dance shoes to each class.  T-shirts are provided as part of your dance 
fees and shoes are an extra cost.  Further information will be shared when second semester starts.  

- Dance Showcase  

Upcoming Field Trip 
On Friday, February 16 the Dance Intensive 
students will be previewing a technical and 
dress rehearsal of the Viva Dance Compa-
ny's Valentine show at the Capitol Theatre 
at Fort Edmonton Park. Dancer are asked 
to hand in their field trip forms as soon as 
possible. 
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News From the Dance Studio cont. 

-Portraits of Dance 

- Feeder School Visit  

-Edrick Hip Hop Workshops 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IB Diploma Program February News 
 
 

Parents of students in the second year of Diploma Program courses are reminded of the first submission deadline for 
internally assessed works must be submitted to their teachers in early March to be uploaded to IB for external moder-
ation. Internal Assessments in Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, English/French/Spanish written assign-
tasks must be uploaded to IB.  Internally assessed work in all other subjects –History, Biology, Chemistry, and Mathe-
matics are due to their teachers in the first week of April for upload to IB.  Music internally assessed work must be 
submitted to Mr. Majorowicz by mid-April.  
 
Please encourage your sons or daughters to remain focussed during this time, and to adhere to deadlines set by their 
teachers to complete their IA’s successfully. 
 
New for semester 2 will be a monthly lunch time meeting for all grade 11 and 12 Diploma Program students to meet 
and discuss all things IB at LSL.  Lunch will be provided to students as we discuss important topics including “What is 
Plagiarism and How to Avoid It”, “How do I Earn a Diploma in the IB Program?”, and others topics that all Diploma 
Program students should be aware of.  We will also have an opportunity to chat and get a sense of how students are 
doing and discuss strategies that LSL IB students use to thrive in an IB environment.  Specific dates and info will be 
coming to students through their teacher-advisor blocks. 

 

Three IB Diploma Program information sessions will be offered for grade 10 students who are interested in registering 

in Diploma Program courses in their grade 11 year.  These sessions are offered February 8, 15, and 22nd during our 

Baron Block flex sessions. Please encourage your son’s or daughters to sign up.  We look forward to meeting with 

students and answer all ques- tions IB! 
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What are the approaches to learning (ATL)? 

• ATL are deliberate strategies, skills and attitudes that permeate the 

teaching and learning environment. 
 

• ATL supports the IB belief that a large influence on a student’s education is not 

only what you learn but also how you learn. 
 

• ATL are intrinsically linked with the IB learner profile attributes to enhance student 

learning and assist student preparation for life after high school.   
 

 
Approaches to Learning (5 elements)  

• thinking skills 

• communication skills 

• social skills 

• self-management skills 

• research skills 

 
What is happening at LSL? 

• ATL skills are very important! 

 

• Throughout the year we are going to focus 

on different ATL skills during Baron Blocks 

 

Communication skills:  How to give and receive meaningful feedback 

The Fine Arts department delivered a cross curricular lesson on Giving and Receiv-

ing Feedback. The lesson included a power point that included brainstorming and 

discussion, and a video that the Fine Arts staff wrote, produced, acted in, and 

filmed. The response from the students was overwhelming. The best part was that 

students were using the techniques they had learned to give us feedback about 

our lesson and video in the hallway for the rest of the week. I think that students en-

joyed our lesson and they will have increased their ability to grow as learners and 

help others grow as learners too. We are looking forward to seeing what ATL lessons 

the other department come up with for the rest of the year. 
 

Thinking skills: Observations and Inferences.  

On Thursday, January 11th IB students in grades 7 through 10 had the opportunity to 

participate in a Baron Session that was focused on the Middle Years Program       

Approaches to Learning. The Science department at Louis St. Laurent prepared an 

interactive session that had the students exploring their abilities to make both quali-

tative and quantitative observations in order to create inferences and draw conclu-

sions.  

Louis St. Laurent Catholic School 
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Personal Project Students 

 

The Personal Project is an expression of each student’s personality, inge-

nuity, and unique interests. For this independent investigation, students 

choose a topic on which they produce a distinctively creative product or 

solution. It should focus on one Global Context. The project can be a 

piece of writing, a research project, an event, a piece of art, or any cre-

ative work. The project requires an written report and self-reflection.  

 
It is a school expectation that ALL GRADE 10 students complete the per-

sonal project.  

  

Grade 10 students, make sure you are checking in with your mentor 

teachers!  
 

You can still hand in your Personal Projects!   

 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact Miss Schatz, the MYP 

Coordinator.  
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Multicultural Festival  

Thursday, March 8
th

  
  

Parents, this is Louis St. Laurent’s second annual Multicultural Day      
Festival!    

WE NEED YOUR HELP for Thursday’s Showcase!  
  

Help support your child celebrate his or her culture within our school’s             
mosaic.  We are looking for parents to help their child showcase their     

favourite cultural foods and beverages. Within this, we would love to have 
diverse booths showing off ALL your culture has to offer including clothes, 

trinkets, maps, information, pictures, art, etc.   
  

We are also looking for students to perform traditional dance, song,        
instrumental or any other performing arts.  
  
Important dates for students:  
• Sign up to have a booth between February 8-16. (an electronic link will be sent 

out)  
• Sign up to perform by February 20

th
 (practice, practice, practice!)  

• Workshop for performers:   March 2
nd

   
*food and perform? You can do both!! 

  
For further information, please email   

Mrs. Anne Fierheller at anne.fierheller@ecsd.net  

mailto:anne.fierheller@ecsd.net


 

Graduation Liturgy and Commencement Ceremony 
June 2018 

The LSL Graduation Commencement Ceremony celebrates the achievements of our Gr. 12 students from the past 13-14 years of school-
ing and the ceremony should be a most exciting and memorable culminating event.  Louis St. Laurent School is very proud of all students 
and our wish is to organize a high-quality ceremony that will meet their expectations.  Louis St. Laurent staff wants students to be as-
sured that all their voices and concerns are heard.  Following is a schedule and important information regarding the Graduation Com-
mencement Ceremony and graduate requirements for participating in the ceremony. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

• The graduation Liturgy and Commencement ceremony is booked for Thursday, June 28th, 2018 at Corpus Christi Roman     

Catholic Church 

• Liturgy will begin at 7:00 PM.  

• Contact Mr. Sosnowski, Grade 12 Graduation Commencement Ceremony Advisor at 780-435-3964 if you require any Grad Com-

mencement information. 
 
REGISTRATION 

• All Grade 12 graduates must register for the Graduation Liturgy and Commencement exercises. 

• Registration started on Friday, December 1st, 2017 and must be completed by Friday, February 9th, 2018.  

• To register, please see Mr. Sosnowski in Room 246.  You can register daily between 11:30 AM - 12 noon. 

• Registration costs $70.00, payable at the time of registration. 

  
REGISTRATION INCLUDES 
1. Grad Photo Cost (sitting fee & handshake photo). 
2. Graduation Requirements (graduation cap & tassel, rental of graduation gown and V-Stole, and graduation portfolio with a compo-

site class photo, grad handshake photo, and graduation certificate). 
3. One ticket to graduation Commencement ceremony.  (Each graduate will receive 1 ticket to the ceremony.  Extra tickets must be 

purchased at a cost of $2.00 each). 
 
NOTE: 

• Caps and tassels, gowns, and V-Stoles will be distributed at Corpus Christie Church on June 28th.  Gowns and V-Stoles must be 

returned following the ceremony. 

• Composite photo, certificate, and handshake photo are presented at the ceremony. 

  
GRAD PHOTOS 

• Grad photos will be taken from Monday, February 12th to Thursday, February 15th, by appointment only, in the LSL Ancillary 

Room.   

• Grad handshake photos of grads receiving their diplomas will take place on Friday, February 16th starting at 11:00 AM in the LSL 

Ancillary Room.  All grads must have these photos taken at this time. 

• Grad Retake Photos will be taken by appointment only on Thursday, March 15th.  You must see Mr. Sosnowski to book an appoint-

ment. 
 

This information will also be posted On-Line on the LSL website. 
If you require more information, contact Mr. Sosnowski @ Clifford.sosnowski@ecsd.net 
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Graduation Banquet 
June 2018 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

• The Graduation Banquet will take place on Friday, June 29th, 2018 @ the Shaw Confer-
ence Centre in Hall D 

 
PRELIMINARY EVENING SCHEDULE 
5:30 PM  Doors Open 
6:00 PM  Grand March 
6:45 PM  Dinner 
8:00 PM  Dance (until approximately 11:00 PM) 
 
There will be entertainment throughout the evening. 
 
TABLE RESERVATION AND TICKET SALES 

• Begin on April 2nd and will go until May 25th, 2018. 

• School fees must be paid before you can purchase grad tickets. 

• Prior to April 2nd, each graduate will receive a letter of invitation with all the information and           
instructions on how to reserve and purchase tickets. 

• This information will be posted on the Louis St. Laurent website. 

• For any inquiries, please contact Mr. Sosnowski, Gr. 12 Graduation Commencement Cere-
mony and Banquet Advisor @ Clifford.sosnowski@ecsd.net. 
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“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him” (1 John 3: 1-2) 

 
All LSL grade 12 students are encouraged to attend this year’s Grade 12 Grad Retreat on April 
26th and 27th at Camp Nakamun.  The Grad Retreat has been run for many years at LSL and is 
a chance for Grade 12 students to enjoy the company of friends and peers, while at the same 
time, reflect on their upcoming graduation, their future dreams and goals and the new chapter 
that is about to begin in their lives.  Over the years, hundreds of LSL students have enjoyed this 
retreat.  Faith, Fun, Food and Friendship are on the menu.  Permission forms will be available 
mid February. Please note:  The LSL Business Office does not accept cheques.  Payment for 
the Grad Retreat can be made in person or online.  Online payments require a call to our 
Business Office. 

Grad Retreat 
April 26-27 

mailto:Clifford.sosnowski@ecsd.net
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Dedicated to the consummate 
training of every player… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open House - February 22nd @ 7:00 PM 
Shadow Day -  February 26th @ 9:00 AM 

Terwillegar Rec Centre 

Barons Hockey Academy • Louis St. Laurent High School 
11230 - 43 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 

780-435-3964 • www.baronshockeyacademy.com 



 
Coaches Corner 
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PE / Athletics Newsletter Submission 
February, 2018 
 
The new semester is upon us in High School, and with that comes a turnover in Phys. Ed.              
students.  We now have access to the change rooms in the LSL Gym.  Students who are on an Athlet-
ic Team, Hockey Academy or in a High School Phys. Ed. Class can receive a locker.  Those students 
who just completed semester 1… please return your locker to the Phys. Ed Office. 
Our Fitness Center is now open and fitness passes can be purchased at the Business Office for 
$30. 
The annual Sr. Hoops Basketball Tournament (February 9-10th) and Jr. Jr. Hoops Basketball Tour-
nament (March 9-10th) are just around the corner 
This month for Basketball Our Teams are competing in many tournaments including: 
 Varsity Women: Feb 1-3rd Father Troy Tournament (St. Joseph, Edmonton)                   
 Varsity Men:      Feb 1-3rd Father Troy Tournament (St. Joseph, Edmonton) 
        Feb 16-17th Wolves Invitations Basketball Tournament (Morinville, Ab) 

JV Men/Women:  Feb 2-3rd MMM  JV Hoopla Basketball Tournament  
    (Mother Margaret Mary, Edmonton)  
     Feb 18-19th Jr. “Sabre Sweetheart Classic” Invitational Basketball Tournament 
     (Salisbury, Sherwood Park) 

 Sr. Boys/Girls:  Feb 1-3rd Boys/Girls Fowler Classic (Richard S. Fowler, Sherwood Park) 
       Feb 17-18th Boys – Romero Roundball Invitaional (Oscar Romero, Edmonton 
       Feb 24-25th Girls – Romero Roundball Invitaional (Oscar Romero, Edmonton) 
 Jr. Jr. Boys/Girls: Feb 2-3rd  Girls  3rd Annual Take Flight Invitational (Holy Spirit, Devon) 
           Feb 17-18  FMT Sprint Classic Basketball Tournament (FMT, Edmonton) 
           Feb 23-24th  Boys  3rd Annual Take Flight Invitational (Holy Spirit, Devon) 
           Feb 24th Boys  3rd Annual FX Junior High “Junior Boys” Basketball                  
           Tournament (St. Francis Xavier, Edmonton)  
 

Varsity Women’s Basketball: Upcoming tournament at St. Joes Feb 1st Opening Game LSL is playing 

Gymnasium Philippinum Marburg, Germany @ 3pm in the TROY GYM. 
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Coaches Corner cont. 

Senior Boys’ Basketball:  Congratulations on winning 
the Holy Trinity Invitational.  Special congratulations to 
Daniel Nyembo for being named Tournament MVP and 
Gideon Ohenebeng Tournament All Star!!  Also, con-
gratulations on finishing 2nd place in the MMM Storm 
Chaser Tournament! 

Varsity Football:  Congratulations to Eli Hetlinger (QB) and 

Sony Bermudez-Chavez (WR) for representing CANADA/

LSL in the U-16 International Bowl.   

They finished with a record of 3-0 beating: 
Eastern Canada 14-7 
USA National Team 14-12 
Mexico National Team 28-0 

Varsity Badminton season is fast approaching!  Mr. Peel, Mr. Faught and Mr. Zeggil-
Carby will be coaching.    
Tryouts will be:  February 12

th
 5-7pm CM GYM; February 13

th
 3-5pm CM GYM  

 

Finally, the High School Phys. Ed. ski trip to PANORAMA, BC March 19
th

 – 21
st

  is 
fast approaching. All interested students need to have their payments into Mr. Peel or Mr.   
Petryk ASAP. We look forward to this annual highlight.  Pray for lots of snow!   
We have 10 SPOTS remaining!! 
  
Intramurals: 
High School: 
Congratulations to the TEAM REIDER (Lucas Conroy- Dutton, Nic Estephan, Lucas Prin-
gle, Bjorn Robinson and Luke Woodrow) for winning Floor Hockey Intramurals beating 
GERKE’s GEEKS.   
 
Junior High: 
Congratulations to Home Room 7B for winning the Dodge Ball Intramurals with 112 pts.   
 
Starting this month there will be Basketball Intramurals for both Junior and Senior High.  
Please sign up!!! 

Welcome to the SEMESTER!! 
 
Jaret Peel 
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Athletes of the Month 

SEPTEMBER:   
Varsity – Jacob Seubert (Varsity Cross Country) 
Junior High – Mya Bourget (Cross Country)  
Junior High - Nero Otoroh (Senior Girls’ Soccer) 
Junior High - Lucas Seubert (Cross Country) 
 
OCTOBER: 
Varsity – Allison Mallon (Junior Varsity Women’s Volleyball) 
Varsity - Ethan Davis (Junior Varsity Men’s Volleyball) 
Junior High – Julio Umali (Senior Boys’ Soccer) 
Junior High – Lana Pralica (Senior Girls’ Volleyball) 
 
NOVEMBER: 
Varsity – Ben Lang (Varsity Men’s Volleyball) 
Varsity – Tristan Mallon (Varsity Men’s Volleyball) 
 
DECEMBER: 
Varsity – Maria Baclig (Varsity Women’s Volleyball and Basketball) 
Varsity – Tristan Mallon (Varsity Men’s Volleyball) 
 
JANUARY: 
Junior High – Ella Rathje (Senior Girls’ Basketball) 
Junior High – Daniel Nyembo (Senior Boys’ Basketball and Volleyball) 
Varsity – Ben Rathje (Varsity Men’s Basketball) 
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Varsity BADMINTON 
Try-outs 

 
 
 

Tuesday February 12th  
5:00-7:00pm (CM GYM) 

 
Wednesday February 13th  
  3:30-5:00pm (CM GYM) 

 
Coaches:  Mr. Peel, Mr. Faught, Mr. 

Zeggil-Carby 
 
 
 
 
 

*** ALL SKILL LEVELS INVITED!!!!! 
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Description Cost Per Item Quantity Size Amount 

Hoodie – 
Grey/Black 

$30.00       

Sweat Pants – 
Grey 

$30.00       

Sweat Pants – 
Black 

$20.00       

Mesh Shorts – 
Green 

$25.00       

T-shirt – 
White, Grey, Green, Yellow, 
EST. 1966 

$15.00       

Gym Strip Combination – 
Green mesh shorts, Grey 
EST. T-shirt 

$30.00       

Old Adidas –Track Jacket $50.00       

Old Adidas – Track Pants $50.00       

NEW TRACK JACKET 
(ADIDAS) 

$75.00       

NEW TRACK PANTS 
(ADIDIAS) 

$75.00       

Embroidery (NAME) 
  

$8.00       

Total Amount Due 
  

        

REMITTANCE   

Student Name   

Date   

Amount Due   

Amount Enclosed   

You may pay at the Business Office with cash or 
credit card. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 

BARONS ATHLETIC APPAREL  



Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:30 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 

& 6:00 pm 

Everyone in grade 7 – 12 is welcome to join us in attending the Youth Rally on 

February 24th! This event will be lots of fun and will be a perfect opportunity for 

those who want to deepen their relationship with Christ and reflect further dur-

ing the Lenten season! 

   For more info Contact Sara: youth@stmparish.com   
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